Dermatologic disorders and the liver.
Chronic liver disease is associated with several cutaneous manifestations. Although many of these changes are nonspecific, some are associated with distinct liver diseases and correlate with the severity of hepatic pathology. Often the first clue to a liver disease is manifested through skin. Although cirrhosis is associated with spider nevi and palmar erythema, disorders can result in noncirrhotic cutaneous manifestations. It is important for physicians to be familiar with the spectrum of these manifestations, to recognize, help detect, and treat the underlying hepatic disease. This article reviews the medical literature and discusses the spectrum of dermatologic manifestations of liver disorders and their pathogenesis, significance, and treatment.